Village Board Minutes
Village of Onarga, Regular Board of Trustees Meeting
Monday, April 14, 2025

1. Cali to order at 7:00 p.m.

Cultra called the meeting to order at 7:00pm.

2. Roll Call

Shane Cultra, Village President; Fred Walraven, Trustee; Angie Martinez, Trustee; Cole Rabe, Trustee; Holly Zirkle,
Trustee; Russ Geisler, Trustee; Anthony Trumpower, Trustee; Stephanie VonDrehle, Village Clerk; Kevin Newman, Village
Supervisor; Molly Clendenen, Village Treasurer; Chris Pheifer, Village Code Enforcer; Village Residents; Gene May;
Nexus; DCFS; Kira Ebert; and Jason Bunting.

3. Review and approval of the Regular Village Meeting Minutes of Monday, March 10, 2025.

Rabe motioned to approve the Regular Meeting Minutes of Monday, March 10, 2025, as presented. Walraven.
seconded the motion. The motion carried.

4. Review and approval of treasurer’s report

Walraven motioned to approve the treasurer’s report as presented. Trumpower seconded the motion. The motion
carried.

5. Review and approval of bills to be paid

Martinez motioned to approve the bills to be paid in the amount of $413,853.47 as presented. Zirkle seconded the
motion. The motion carried.

6. Public comment

Walraven motioned to open public comment. Rabe seconded the motion. The motion carried.

Gene May addressed the board on the increase to this year’s garbage contract. There is a new landfill being dug in
Hoopeston and due to this, there will be a price increase of $12 a ton.

Nexus stated that they are working on getting uniforms for the Nexus staff. Rabe questioned if there were certain
criteria that a town must have to have a business in their town like Nexus Academy. [t was stated that such a
determination would be based on the towns zoning board and what is allowable in the that town.

The question was addressed again about what has happened in the last 10 years that so many more problems are now
happening and how is DCFS going to address these issues. One ex-employee stated that a lot of employees are afraid to
restrain any of the students due to them themselves being written and possibly terminated. There were questions again
if there could be fencing around the complex and if the students could wear some sort of uniform as well.

7.Review of correspondence to the Board

VonDrehle presented a thank you note from Becky Morgan, a letter from the IW Upper Elementary asking for a donation
for the second phase for the playground equipment, and a letter from Summer in the Park asking for a donation.

8. Review and Approval of Ordinances

There were no ordinances to be approved.
9. Standing Committee reports

9.1 Parks and Recreation (Holly Zirkle, Angie Martinez, Anthony Trumpower)
Zirkle motioned to approve the Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes of March 20, 2025, as
presented. Rabe seconded the motion. The motion carried.
9.2 Infrastructure (Russ Geisler, Holly Zirkle, Fred Walraven)
Geisler motioned to approve the Infrastructure Committee Meeting Minutes of March 26, 2025, as presented.
Zirkle seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Geisler motioned to approve the spending of $9,083 for Henrichs Drainage to fix tile in the Village. Walraven
seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Geisler motioned to approve the spending of $6000-$9000 for sidewalk handicap approaches. Trumpower
seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Geisler motioned to approve the following pay raises as of April 13, 2025.

Kevin Newman -from $23.00 to $23.50

Kenneth Hertel-from 18.50 to $19.00



Dustin Martin-from $18.00 to $18.50
Roy Hurtado-from $15.50 to $16.00
Molly Clendenden- from $20.00 to $21.00
Chris Pheifer-from $20.00 to $21.00 and 5 more hours per week
Walraven seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Geisler motioned to approve the spending of $9,200 for a high service pump for the water tower. Trumpower
seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Geisler motioned to approve the spending of $8000 for the billing machine for the water tower. Martinez
seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Geisler motion to approve the purchase of a vector if once it is demonstrated to them on April 18, 2025, and
they like it, in the amount of $160,000 to be paid out of the gas tax money that has been collected. Walraven
seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Geisler motioned to approve the donation of $2500 to the Onarga Fire Department for 4" of July fireworks.
Trumpower seconded the motion. The motion carried, with Walraven abstaining from the vote.
9.3 Safety, Security, & Enforcement (Angie Martinez, Russ Geisler, Cole Rabe)
9.4 Finance (Russ Geisler, Holly Zirkle, Anthony Trumpower)
Geisler motioned to approve the Finance Meeting Minutes of April 8, 2025, as presented. Zirkle seconded the
motion. The motion carried.
Geisler motioned to approve the spending of $5000 as a retainer for Will Gerber Attorney at Law. Trumpower
seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Geisler motioned to approve the transferring of funds as follows: $85,000 from General with $60,000 into
Streets & Sidewalks and $25,000 into Parks. Trumpower seconded the motion. The motion carried.
9.4.1 Communications Services Agreement
Zirkle motioned to approve the Communications Services Agreement with the County as presented in
the amount of $2,671.32. Walraven seconded the motion. The motion carried.
9.4.2 Review & Approval of Garbage Contract
Walraven motioned to approve the Garbage Contract as presented with a $458 monthly increase.
Martinez seconded the motion. The motion carried.
9.4.3 Comcast Franchise Review & Approval
The Comcast Franchise Review & Approval was tabled until the next meeting.
Walraven motioned to approve disbursing pool passes daily for kids at Summer in the Park. Geisler seconded
the motion. The motion carried.
Geisler motioned to approve the spending of $500 to Iroquois West Middle School for the second phase for the
playground equipment. Trumpower seconded the motion. The motion carried.
Zirkle motioned to approve the hiring of Trixie Pankey as the Park Coordinator at a rate of $10,500 per year with
an effective date of April 15, 2025. Trumpower seconded the motion. The motion carried.
9.5 Local and Intergovernmental Communications (Cole Rabe, Fred Walraven, Anthony Trumpower)
9.6 Building Standards (Cole Rabe, Fred Walraven, Anthony Trumpower)
9.7 TIF Committee (Fred Walraven, Holly Zirkle, Russ Geisler)
9.8 Litigation Committee (Shane Cultra, Fred Walraven, Angie Martinez)
10. Old business
11. New business
Geisler motioned to approve providing Jill & Jamie the property on Roosevelt and the sewer and water hook up for the
future construction of their new home. Construction must start on this within the next year. Walraven seconded the
motion. The motion carried.
Geisler motioned to approve adding 001 as Village Citation Number for the Code Enforcer to use. Trumpower seconded
the motion. The motion carried.
12. Executive session (if needed) for any lawful purpose including but not limited to: Appointment, employment,
discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees; Salary schedules for one or more employees; Selection of
person to fill a public office or discipline, performance, or removal of the occupant of a public office; Purchase or lease
of real property or setting of a price for sale or lease of village property; Litigation, pending or probable.



13. Possible action on any executive session item
14. Adjournment
Walraven motioned to adjourn the meeting at 10:08pm. Zirkle seconded the motion. The motion carried.






